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UNDERSTANDING THE
CHAIN OF STATES’




The crimes
committed in

the Gaza Strip,
including genocide,

have been principally made possible
by a global imperial order that has
shielded and normalized a situation
of Israeli colonization, forced
displacement, and apartheid in
Palestine for over 77 years.

Western, colonial states—particularly
the US, UK, and Germany—have
significantly contributed to ongoing
crimes in the Gaza Strip since
October 2023. These states have not
only provided the Israeli regime with
military arms and intelligence, but
also granted it political legitimacy
and diplomatic protection,
solidifying  their complicity in
international crimes.




Defining Complicity

A form of secondary liability
where a state, through positive

acts (eg, aiding, assisting,
encouraging, etc.), contributes to
another state’s crimes and violations of
international law. Complicity occurs
when states engage in certain acts, not
from omission or inaction.

Defined under the frameworks of
public international law and
international humanitarian law:

a Aiding or assisting the commission of
an international crime and/or in the
maintenance of that crime under
public international law

e Violations of states’ negative
obligations to respect and uphold
international humanitarian law.

Proving Compilicity
By establishing a causal link between
the crimes committed by the Israeli

regime and the actions of secondary
states.
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Military Support

Provision of arms,
components,
intelligence and
logistical support
to the Israeli
regime for
bombardment.

regime has the
firepower needed
to, bomlbard and
destroy the Gaza
Strip

Specific spyware,
technology and
intelligence sharing
supports willful
killing and forcible
displacement of
the population

Incapacitating

UNRWA

Cutting funding
for UNRWA and
obstructing other
UN-led
humanitarian
mechanisms,
enabling the US-
and Israeli-
supported Gaza
Humanitarian

Foundation (GHF).

Weaponization
and obstruction of
aid

Engineers

starvation and
famine in Gaza

Strips a lifeline of
aid and essential
services

Enables forced
displacement in
search for the
provision of food




Political & Diplomatic
Support

Political
statements,
propaganda
and actions that
legitimize the
Israeli regime’s
crimes and
encourages it
to continue and
escalate the
commission of
these crimes.

Shapes public
perception in favor
of the Israeli regime

Manufactures
consent for crimes
in public and at
political levels

Encourages
continuation or
escalation of
violations

Shields perpetrators
from accountability
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Blocking legal
mechanisms and
international
pressure to hold
the Israeli regime
accountable.
Includes vetoing
resolutions,
delegitimizing
IcC/ICJ, or
sanctioning
states/individuals
for enforcing
obligations.

Creates a culture
of impunity

Encourages
continued and
escalated
violations

Reduces
deterrence against

future crimes
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These actions
all contribute

to the commission of the
following crimes by the Israeli
regime in the Gaza Strip:

Genocide

Systematic and repeated
forced displacement

Obstruction and
weaponization of
humanitarian aid

Starvation

Wanton destruction of
civilian infrastructure,
including hospitals, schools,
and shelters

The mass, willful killing of
Palestinians



In the Gaza Strip,

it is evident that without the backing of these states,
the Israeli regime would not have been able to carry
out its crimes in Gaza to this scale, for this duration, or
with this level of impunity.

Furthermore, the extent of some states’ military and
political support could constitute that states’
responsibility has surpassed complicity to constituting
co-perpetration in the crimes, such as the US.

In the albsence of political will from states, challenging
the hegemony of the Israeli regime and its complicit
alies has to come from the ground. Palestinian
resistance, combined with the sustained and strategic
efforts of the global solidarity movement, is the only
way through which the genocidal war on the Gaza
Strip will end, the Israeli colonial-apartheid regime will
be sanctioned and dismantled, and western, colonial
states will be held accountable for their complicity.



