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BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights is 
an independent, community-based non-profit organization mandated to 
defend and promote the rights of Palestinian refugees and IDPs. Our vision, 
mission, programs and relationships are defined by our Palestinian identity 
and the principles of international law, in particular international human 
rights law. We seek to advance the individual and collective rights of the 
Palestinian people on this basis.
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BADIL Resource Center was established in January 1998 based on recommendations issued by popular refugee 
conferences in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. BADIL is registered with the Palestinian Authority and legally 
owned by a General Assembly composed of activists in Palestinian national institutions and refugee community 
organizations. BADIL’s current Board and Oversight Committee were elected by the General Assembly convened on 
30 September 2011.

Cover Photo:  Wavel Palestinian Refugee Camp in Lebanon. (©BADIL) 

Backcover Photo: Snapshots of BADIL›s 2011 community based activities  (©BADIL) 
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Dedication

This report is dedicated to all Palestinian refugees and IDPs, whose perseverance in 
spite of all hardships elicits our respect, strengthens our resolve and emboldens our 
actions.
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Part I: BADIL at a Glance

A. Letter to Stakeholders 

From its earliest inception, the Palestinian national movement was built on the twin 
axioms of liberation and return. Despite the marginalization of the right of return during 
two decades of a failed peace process and notwithstanding the obsolete status of the 
Palestinian diasporic governance body, the return of the refugees continues to be a 
central demand of the national movement. Greater clarity on what a struggle for rights 
looks like is evident in the decisive series of uprisings now termed the Arab Spring. The 
ongoing revolutionary wave of demonstrations and protests throughout Arab countries 
has resulted in the dismantling or shaking of old settled power structures and a renewed 
hope that the newly-won freedoms and spaces will be used to promote and advance 
an agenda of international law and democratic values for all. This was also clearly 
demonstrated by the actions of Palestinians, Arabs, and their allies this Nakba Day 2011. 
Alongside the usual annual gatherings marking the commemoration of the Nakba-63, 
Palestinian, Syrian, Egyptian, Jordanian, and Lebanese activists made unprecedented 
strides in their quest to claim the right of return for refugees to their places of origin inside 
mandate Palestine and the occupied Golan Heights. Palestinian refugees courageously 
marched to the Israeli borders in a show of defiance and steadfastness. The passion 
exhibited by these refugees embodies an energy that has been abandoned and untapped 
since the Palestinian leadership relocated from exile to the OPT and embarked on the 
detrimental peace process. This passion, defiance and steadfastness clearly demonstrate 
the increased awareness and empowerment of refugees with regards to their rights. 
The unity and scope of the action undeniably reflects a popular rights-based approach 
to the issue of return. The Nakba-63 marches reaffirmed the refugees at the center of 
the Palestinian struggle and revealed new avenues for the realization of their rights; 
questions related to practical aspects of refugee return are becoming of increasing 
significance.    

October 2011 signaled the 20th anniversary of the initiation of peace negotiations 
between the PLO and the State of Israel; a time during which Palestinians have seen 
only more displacement, dispossession and lawlessness. The State of Israel continues its 
illegal blockade of the occupied Palestinian population in the Gaza Strip by aggressive 
and unlawful military means, its pursuance of a policy of colonization and population 
transfer in the occupied West Bank and Jerusalem, and the implementation of a systematic 
policy of institutionalized apartheid, discrimination, oppression, and ethnic cleansing 
against all sectors of the Palestinian people, including Palestinian citizens of Israel, 
those under occupation and the refugees. For its part, the international community, 
especially the powerful Western states that control the UN, ignore Israeli crimes and 
provide Israel with financial, material and diplomatic support. The Palestinian people’s 
ignorance of their fundamental human rights and the continued diplomatic support to 
the State of Israel has enabled it to embolden its regime of apartheid, colonization and 
prolonged occupation with impunity. 

On the diplomatic front, the US-sponsored peace process retains the same parameters, 
devoid of reference to international law, which has underlain two decades of failed 
peace diplomacy. Unwilling to take the steps necessary to compel Israel to meet its 
international legal obligations and to respect and ensure Palestinian people’s rights, 
the Obama administration has instead used its UN veto power to swipe down a draft 
resolution aimed at condemning Israel resumption of settlement building, suggested 
that negotiations proceed on the basis of “territory and security”, that Palestinians 
recognize Israel as a Jewish state and employed its  power to undermine the Palestinian 
bid for full statehood through the UN Security Council.

In its 2010 report on prospective 2011 political scenarios, BADIL concluded that 
the expected failure of the de facto Palestine State within the 1967 borders proposal 
and/or the lack of conditions necessary for the achievement of Palestinian statehood, 
will present an opportunity for awareness-raising about the failure of the merely 
politically-based peace process. The political stands of the main actors will form a 
suitable environment in which BADIL will get the Palestinian refugee and IDP rights 
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back to the center of making/seeking a just and lasting peace, in particular through the 
reaffirmation of the rights-based strategy.  

In this context, BADIL has moved into its new three-year strategic plan “Putting Rights 
into Practice II” which aims to build on the successes of the 2008-2010 program to 
further galvanize energy among civil society for action that can generate accountability 
and political will among duty bearers to respect and protect the rights of the Palestinian 
people. BADIL worked extensively during 2011 to incorporate human rights awareness 
and good governance practices directly and as cross-cutting themes in all its strategic 
objectives through the horizontal implementation of these themes in all its projects. 
Additionally, BADIL worked towards increasing awareness and sensitivity to the 
gender issue, particularly in capacity building activities. Institutional development, 
whether throughout BADIL’s management bodies or organizational development, was 
a major focus for 2011.  This is not only to achieve good governance and to develop, 
maintain and enhance best practices but to increase BADIL’s functional capacity, 
outputs and impact.  We believe that all the aforementioned developments contribute 
to the sustainability and far-reaching impact of BADIL’s strategic objectives and 
programs. 

Through the implementation of BADIL’s programs, the rights-based strategy to the 
issue of refugee and IDP return has taken a firm initial stance on local, national, 
regional and international levels which has revealed itself in the scope, quality and 
quantity of popular civil society actions and the actions-to a somewhat lesser degree-of 
duty bearers. The major achievements of BADIL in 2011 include but are not limited to: 
the significant internal institutional reform to maintain and enhance BADIL’s capacity 
to implement its programs under the umbrella of good governance, transparency 
and best practices; the increased scope, impact and sustainability of various projects 
such as the Intensive Leadership Training Summer School and the Al Awda Award 
competition; the concentrated development of the Ongoing Nakba Education Center 
and production and dissemination  of publications and promotional materials, including 
research papers, briefs, memos and other interventions with duty bearers. In this course, 
BADIL’s interventions in the Palestinian Statehood bid to the UN through a variety of 
mechanisms were significant forms of mobilization and lobbying both on national and 
international levels.

It is necessary to note that BADIL’s achievements are a direct result of the dedication and 
substantial efforts of the BADIL team whose tireless commitment and internalization 
of the elusive objectives set by the strategic plan was palpably apparent through out 
2011. For this, BADIL’s expresses its gratitude and thanks.  BADIL would also like to 
thank its partners, networks and contributors-local, regional and international-for their 
continued support and faith in BADIL and its mission.  Particular thanks are extended 
to BADIL’s newly recruited General Assembly, newly elected Board of Directors, the 
Oversight Committee and civil society individuals whose support and guidance was 
invaluable. 
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B. What is BADIL?

BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights is a Palestinian 
community organization with legal personality and independent financial resources. 
BADIL is a non-profit organization, and does not carry a specific partisan, religious, or 
ethnic identity. BADIL is concerned with the Palestinian refugee issue as a central issue 
of the Palestinian national struggle and works for the implementation of Palestinian 
residency and refugee rights as enshrined in international law, and UN Resolutions 
and conventions. It is legally owned by a General Assembly which is composed of 
Palestinian activists and human rights defenders. 

Vision: BADIL is guided by a firm commitment to the principles of international law, 
in particular International Human Rights Law,  including a role for the people 
in bringing about social and political change for freedom from racism, foreign 
occupation and colonial  domination, and for self-determination.

Mission: To empower Palestinians, in particular refugees and IDPs, and assist local, 
regional and international actors to achieve a situation where international 
law and best practice are applied so that forcible displacement of Palestinians 
will end, and durable solutions and reparations for the displaced can be 
implemented.

   
Strategic Plan 2011-2013: Putting Rights into Practice II: The evaluation of BADIL’s 

2008-2010 Strategic Plan resulted in the adoption of 2011-2013 Strategic 
Plan; Putting Rights into Practice, Phase II. It was discussed, enriched and 
ultimately approved by the General Assembly on 10-11 June 2010. 
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BADIL identified three challenges which were addressed by the 2011-2013 Strategic Plan:

1. “Dream of Return”

Although Palestinian civil society, in particular refugees, express a firm position for the 
right of return, practical ways and mechanisms for working towards its implementation 
have remained unclear. The abyss between what is and what should be is experienced 
daily; it gives rise to disempowerment and the sense that the right of return is a 
distant “dream”. Disempowerment is demonstrated in the ignorance of refugees and 
IDPs of their rights and encouraged by politicians and the media, which affirm that 
implementation of this right is “not practical or realistic”, or its implementation will 
result in the elimination of the other. 

2. The Jewish-Israeli fear of the “Dream of Return”

With minor exceptions, Jewish-Israeli civil society backs government policies aimed at 
preventing the return of Palestinian refugees, because of the fear that their return would 
imply the loss of individual and collective security, rights and privileges. 

3. Global civil society’s “half-hearted” approach to Palestinian refugees

Large sectors of global civil society ignore the colonial and apartheid characters of 
the State of Israel and still perceive Israel’s 1967 occupation as the only root cause of 
the conflict. Therefore, they continue to promote the political approach, namely the 
two-state solution which gives little space/priority to human rights and justice for the 
Palestinian people, in particular the right of return. 

We recognized that BADIL’s programs have been able to tackle the above challenges in 
a partial but not-yet-satisfactory manner. We believe that more progress can be achieved 
if current program projects are developed and sustained over a longer period of time 
and target more stakeholders and duty bearers. 

Considering that the environment, problems and programmatic challenges faces by the 
Palestinian community at large and refugees and IDPs in particular have not substantially 
changed, BADIL has decided to uphold the existing strategic objectives for the next three 
years (2011-2013) because they capture the collective view of what BADIL should and 
could achieve.  The strategic plan is based upon three programs/pillars:

Dheisheh Refuge Camp, June 2011 
(by Joanna Brown/BADIL)
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1. Building a consensus about the root causes of Palestinian ongoing displacement 
and dispossession

2. Building a consensus on a rights-based strategy based upon international law, 
relevant resolutions and principles of justice.

3. Building stronger civil society actions and campaigns to generate more political 
will among duty bearers to respect international law and protect the rights of the 
Palestinian people, including the right of return of refugees and IDPs.

The predominant cross-cutting theme of the strategic plan is awareness of, promotion of 
and realization of human rights, particularly the right of return; secondary cross-cutting 
themes are good governance and gender awareness and equality.  Furthermore, each 
program is infused with internal and external components; that is to say that BADIL 
operates and implements its initiatives, projects, and activities on local, national, 
regional and international levels.

C. Program Implementation in Numbers

Contributors to BADIL

Fund Distribution
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Part II: Achievements

A. Program I: Building Local Capacity to Participate & Engage

n Expected Outcome (1) – Palestinian community activists, including 
refugees and youth, are engaged and participate in the implementation of rights-
based analysis, strategic vision and campaigns. 

The Youth Education and Activation Project (YEAP) was implemented after conducting 
an in-depth assessment of the project with stakeholders. There was a consensus among 
BADIL’s partners of the importance of continued work with refugee and IDP youth in 
order to ensure that new generations are capable and motivated to claim their rights 
and engage in relevant advocacy and campaigning. The evaluation of the project took 
into consideration the framework of BADIL’s strategic planning for the program period 
2011-2013 with the aim of improving the project’s impact. New selection criteria 
was adopted for selecting the community partners which took into consideration the 
geographical areas, program related capacities, ages, and gender. The YEAP was 
implemented with a new methodology based on learning through interactive and 
engaging activities rather than the previous school like format. The activity modules 
were composed along specific topics:  recording oral history; why and how has the 
Nakba continued; what has been done to end the ongoing Nakba; we have rights-how 
can we put them into practice (two activities). As part of the YEAP, youth participated 
in the 15 May Nakba commemoration which took place in Ramallah, Gaza and Syria 
as well as in community-based activities that were organized by their respective CBOs. 
In November, BADIL and an organization from Nazareth, joined forces to incorporate 
twenty Palestinian youth into the 2012 YEAP; specific training/orientation based on 
their particular situation was provided so that they could smoothly transition into the 
project. Additionally, a training memorandum of understanding was signed with the 
Human Rights Clinic in Jerusalem for the same purpose.

The Intensive Leadership Training Summer School was developed as an extension to 
the YEAP after careful consideration and evaluation of the needs of the youth.  Its 
objective is to enhance knowledge, communication, leadership, writing and computer 
skills of youth which were selected from participants of the YEAP and who were 
active in CBOs. The topics selected were diverse and included a central focus on the 
mechanisms for the protection of Palestinian refugees and practical methods of return 
to their places of origin. The participants learned about: the root causes of displacement; 
the Israeli apartheid regime; refugee rights; and the possibilities for solutions founded 
in a rights-based strategy.

Lajee Center implementing the 
YEAP (June 2011)

Participants were from 14-
17 years of age comprising 
thirteen (13) CBOs 
throughout the West Bank, 
two (2) from Gaza and one 
(1) from Syria.

Tamer Hamoudah, Balatah 
Refugee Camp, Nablus: 

“I am a young Palestinian who 
was born in Balatah refugee camp 
in Nablus. I have participated in 
the Youth Education & Activation 
Project in the year 2011, but before 
participation, I had little information 
about the Palestinian basic rights 
in general, and my rights as a 
refugee youth in particular. In the 
weekly meetings, we were touching 
different topics related to Palestine, 
and therefore, I have now a good 
knowledge about my country, and 
how Palestinians were displaced 
and became refugees. Therefore, 
the YEAP is a good opportunity for 
increasing the youth’s awareness 
regarding the political, legal and 
civil rights of Palestinians in 
Palestine and in the Diaspora. 
Also, the most important thing 
of the YEAP is that it highlights 
topics which make youth think 
progressively about deepening 
the culture of return among 
themselves as well as touching on 
the UN Resolutions on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. All of this 
reinforces the linkage to land and 
Palestinian heritage.”  Translated 
from Arabic
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Youth Education and 
Activation Project

Feryal Kharoob, Balatah Refugee 
Camp, Nablus : 

“YEAP offers a good opportunity 
for youths to get to know their 
rights. I do believe when a youth 
knows his rights, he can obviously 
defend these rights and protect it, 
how a youth can defend something 
without knowing it? Consequently, 
YEAP is a great project and a 
unique one in terms of content and 
mechanisms of implementation. 
It also bridges the gap that left by 
schools curriculum and fits with the 
current situation and developments 
of the Palestinian cause. For me 
as a facilitator of the project and 
responsible about a group of 
youths, the project added many 
information to me personally, 
not only for youths. Because of 
that, I would like to thank BADIL 
for implementing such a project 
and I would kindly ask the Center 
to continue working with youths 
and children in refugee camps.” 
Translated from Arabic

Rabee Eid, Aylaboun Village 
(mandate Palestine), summer 
school graduate:  

“For me, BADIL’s Summer School 
was one of the best places that 
allowed me to be in direct contact 
with Palestinians in the West 
Bank, as well as gave me a great 
opportunity to spend 10 days 
with youths from refugee camps 
and exchange experiences with 
them. The school introduced 
participants to important topics 
and issues about the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, specially the 
centrality of Palestinian refugees’ 
problem in this conflict. During the 
training, I felt that I have double 
responsibilities because I was the 
only participant from 1948 [inside 
the Green Line]. The program was 
very productive and it was a new 
experience, not only to me, but 
to all participants. It was obvious 
that all participants gained good 
experience and trained in a very 
professional way.”  Translated 
from Arabic

Summer School 
Participants Distribution

Between July 18th and 28th, forty-two (42) participants between the ages of 18-25 
joined BADIL’s Intensive Leadership Training Summer School. The participants 
gathered in the Phoenix Charitable Society of Dheisheh Refugee Camp for the 
10-day course which encompassed seventy-six (76) training hours and received 
certificates upon graduation.

Field visit for summer school students Lecture presented at Phoenix Charitable 
Society to summer school students 



BADIL’s 2011 Annual  Report
12

The Strategy Forum provides a venue for education, awareness, discussion and debate 
in order to assist and engage a variety of local actors in understanding the complex 
reality of apartheid, colonialism and occupation and promote a rights-based strategy to 
the issue of Palestinian refugees and IDPs.

Building consensus about a strategic, rights-based vision, analysis and strategies is a 
huge task which requires the participation of a large number of actors, in particular 
experienced activists and opinion leaders among the Palestinian people in the oPt, 
Israel and abroad. Despite progress made around the rights-based strategy, differences 
in language/terminology continue to exist in publications and advocacy work. This 
discord is also reflected in the lack of a comprehensive advocacy plan existing among 
Palestinian organizations. By initiating discussions and dialogues of the practicalities 
of return, BADIL hopes to make the Palestinian right of return a more realistic and 
tangible proposition.  

Scope of activities:

• “Palestinian Right to Self-Determination and Refugee Rights” and “Cooperate 
Accountability for Human Rights Violations in the oPt” were two main lectures 
presented to a variety of audiences throughout the year.

• Participation of the trainees, activists, graduates and Joint Action members in various 
activities such as the 2011 Israeli Apartheid Week, Nakba-64 Commemoration 
popular initiatives and the Al Awda Award Ceremony.

• BADIL published more reports about the practicalities of return and has published 
four (4) papers regarding the topic.

1. Academic Activist Training 

Thirty-two (32) students enrolled for the Spring 2011 semester and fifty-eight (58) 
students enrolled for the Fall 2011-2012 semester in the BADIL course on “Palestinian 
Refugees under International Law” at Al-Quds University. The latter signifying the 
largest enrollment since BADIL began the course in 2008. BADIL will continue its 
cooperation with Al-Quds University and provide this course as agreed upon in the 
renewed the memorandum with a maximum of 40 students per semester. 

BADIL’s Strategy Forum

Academic Activists 
Trainees
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2. Engaging Local Activists

BADIL promotes a rights-based strategy to analyze and formulate practical responses 
to the right of return through a series of lectures and debates held in various venues 
in cooperation with academic and civil society organizations. The four main topics 
of debate were: the root causes of displacement and the Israeli apartheid regime; self-
determination and refugee rights; accountability; and the PNA/PLO bid for Palestinian 
Statehood to the UN.

3. Summer School Graduates 

BADIL organized a day-long workshop for the graduates which aimed at engaging 
them in BADIL’s activities and programs via a specific strategic plan for 2012 and an 
in-depth discussion/debate about the PNA\PLO Statehood Proposal submitted to the 
UN in September 2011. Consequently, the graduates contribute to the composition of 
the members of the Strategy Forum.

4. BADIL-Zochrot Joint Action for a practical approach to refugee return

Work continues on BADIL and Zochrot’s Joint Action project to discuss and draw 
up plans for the practical return of Palestinian refugees. The project now focuses on 
using the experiences gained thus far and on producing a practical plan for return 
to a particular location as a model. The number of participants in the Joint Action 
increased in 2011 and two meetings were held that focused on the Yaffa–Tel Aviv area.  
Mechanisms related to the practicalities of return and how such mechanisms could be 
used for a future plan of refugee return to this location were discussed as a starting 
point. The group is in the process of planning a comparative study visit to South Africa, 
which will take place at the beginning of February 2012 to learn about the process 
of refugee repatriation in the post-Apartheid regime. Four (4) strategic papers were 
finalized by BADIL and Zochrot concerning the themes of creating a culture of return, 
transitional justice, rehabilitation and integration. A draft vision paper summarizing 
the four strategic papers was published in BADIL’s Arabic and English language 
periodicals, Haq Al Awda (issue #42)  and al majdal (Issue #46). Lessons learned from 
the Joint Action project were presented for discussion to the Summer School graduates, 
the Academic Activist trainees and to local activists. 

BADIL-Zochrot Joint Action 
Workshop, 19 November 2011
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Through the annual Al Awda Award, which continues to grow in scope and impact, 
BADIL has enhanced engagement of the Palestinian public in creative expression 
about the Nakba and the right of return. The independent jury selected 17 winners and 
dozens of honorable mentions in the five categories. The winners were honored on 
6 May 2011 at the Al Awda Award Ceremony which was conducted simultaneously 
in Ramallah and Gaza, marking the launch of the 2011 Nakba commemoration. The 
ceremony was broadcast live by three (3) Palestinian Satellite TVs (Palestine, MIX 
and Watan). News from the award ceremony was fully covered by more than forty 
(40) Arab-Palestinian websites and twelve (12) local and regional Arabic newspapers. 
Furthermore, eleven (11) local and regional radios and/or TV stations broadcast special 
sessions and programs about the importance of the award among Palestinians and 
global supporters of the right of return.    

Murad Darghmeh, 1st place 
winner, Caricature 2010: 
“Al Awda Award is an important 
catalyst for each individual to 
discover himself and the hidden 
skills inside him, especially in a 
central topic in the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict, which the issue 
of refugees.” Translated from 
Arabic

Al Awda Award 
Participants 2007-2011

The number of submissions 
doubled in 2011.
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Scope of Al Awda Award 
Submissions 2011

For the first time, the Al 
Awda Award was opened 
to Palestinians and non-
Palestinians alike, as a result 
both the quality and quantity 
of entries received increased.                                                                                              

Al Awda Award 
Participants 2011

Five (5) categories were 
established for the 2011 
competition.

Saed Qabha, 1st place winner, 
Journalistic Story: 

“Al Awda Award reflects a new 
dynamic towards creating a space 
for the literature of dispossession 
and return. By implementing this 
project, BADIL proved to be the 
first organization in documenting 
the history of dispossession and 
maintaining the national identity 
of Palestinian refugees and 
to prevent it from being lost.” 
Translated from Arabic

Majdi Shomali, jury member, 
Children’s Storties: 

“Al Awda Award links Palestinians 
everywhere, refugees and 
non-refugees, as it gives them 
a platform where they can 
reflect their arts and literature 
of dispossession and cultural 
values.” Translated from Arabic
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B. Program II: Outreach, Support & Alliance Building

n Expected Outcome (2) – More and better-informed allies and supporters are 
recruited worldwide for implementation of the rights-based strategy.

In 2008, BADIL launched the Ongoing Nakba Education Center in response to 
the growing demand for information tools and services in support of civil society 
campaigns. In 2011, BADIL redoubled its efforts to restructure the Ongoing Nakba 
Education Center in order to expand the outcome and number of beneficiaries. The 
purpose of the restructuring is to establish two new spaces, one physical and one 
virtual, as advocacy platforms documenting the ongoing and historical displacement 
of Palestinians through creative media technologies. The physical space will be housed 
at BADIL’s Bethlehem office and will include a photographic gallery hosting audio-
visual exhibitions highlighting ongoing displacement alongside a media room and the 
established and updated Resource Library. This space will be open daily to the public as 
well as hosting regular events such as public film screenings and exhibition openings. 
The media room will feature public IT facilities through which visitors can access 
the new project-specific website and the different training and educational tools. The 
website will be based around an online map of historic Palestine featuring photographic 
essays, oral histories, short films and audio-visual presentations.

1. Public resource library and interactive exhibition and learning space

BADIL's library, which follows the Library of Congress system, is open for the public 
and electronically accessible for both internal and external use in Arabic and English. 

Resource Library 
Development

Since the inception of the 
library in 2005, BADIL 
has continually endeavored 
to augment the quantity, 
quality and variety of 
resources available to 
local and international 
beneficiaries.

BADIL’s Library 2011
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2. Production and dissemination of publications and promotional materials

Category Title Language # of 
Copies

Distribution Target 
Available 

Online
Local
(%)

Reg. & 
Int. (%)

Administrative Tools

BADIL 2010 Annual 
Report

BADIL 2010 
Annual Report English

Arabic
50% 50% ü

BADIL 2011 Mid-
Term Report

BADIL 2011 Mid-
Term Report

English

Arabic
50% 50%

Quarterly  
Newsletter 

March, June, 
September and 
December issues: 
Progress Reports 
on BADIL’s 
Projects 

English 50% 50% ü

Periodicals

Haq Al Awda Bimonthly Newspaper
Issue #42 
(March 2011)  املساءلة واحملاسبة في

 القانون الدولي – مصير
توصيات غولدستون

Accountability 
under 
International 
Law: Goldstone 
Report

Arabic 60,000 
+2,000 90% 10% ü

Issue #43 (May 
2011)

النكبة مستمرة....
 الشعب يريد إنهاء
اللجوء

Ongoing 
Nakba: People 
Demand Ending 
Displacement

Arabic 60,000 
+2,000 90% 10% ü

Issue #44 
(August 2011)  مشروع دولة فلسطني:

 التفاف على أزمة
 أم خطوة ضمن
إستراتيجية

Bid of Palestine 
Statehood: 
Managing A 
Crisis Or A 
Strategic Step

Arabic 60,000 
+2,000 90% 10% ü

Mr. Brendan Browne LLB 
(Hons), LLM Human Rights 
Law PhD Candidate, Queens 
University Belfast:

“During the last 6 months, (period 
beginning 11th February, ending 
12th July) I was engaged in the 
process of collecting data for my 
PhD research, which is focusing 
on the role of commemorations in 
conflicted societies.
The research seeks to uncover 
and analyze the negotiated 
construction of commemorations 
in the West Bank, Palestine and in 
Belfast, Northern Ireland.
During my period of time based 
in the West Bank I met with 
a wide range of groups and 
individuals involved in the planning 
and organization of the annual 
Nakba commemorations. These 
groups included Political Parties, 
Palestinian Non Governmental 
Organizations, Activist Groups, 
Academics, and Refugee 
Community Based Organizations. 
Availing of qualitative semi-
structured interviews as my 
primary methodology, I asked 
questions relating to the level of 
connectedness between these 
groups on the day and how 
discussed with respondents the 
manner in which they chose 
to commemorate this seminal 
moment in Palestinian history. 
Without doubt the most important 
connection I made during this 
period was with BADIL resource 
centre and I am indebted to 
the assistance provided by the 
organization. Moreover, I am 
extremely fortunate to have been 
able to avail of the resources at 
their offices in Bethlehem and to 
have been invited to attend their 
annual Al Awda poster competition. 
It is my intention to retain strong 
links with BADIL upon my return 
to Ireland and I hope to be in a 
position to write a piece for the 
impressive quarterly journal, al 
majdal. I would like to once again 
thank BADIL for their assistance 
during this period of time and look 
forward to meeting in the near 
future.” 
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Issue #45 (Oct. 
2011)

 الهوية الوطنية
الفلسطينية

Palestinian 
National Identity

Arabic 60,000 
+3,000 90% 10% ü

Issue #46 (Dec. 
2011)

 العنصرية شرط بقاء
 إسرائيل االستعمارية

Colonial 
Character of 
Israel is driven 
from Racism 

Arabic 60,000 
+3,000 90% 10% ü

al majdal Quarterly Magazine
Issue #45 
(Winter 2011)

Forced 
Secondary 
Displacement: 
Palestinian 
Refugees in the 
Gaza Strip, Iraq, 
Jordan, and 
Libya

English 1,200 80% 20% ü

Issue #46 
(Summer 2011)

The Struggle 
for Palestinian 
Rights: New 
Strategies in 
a Changing 
Middle East

English 1,200 80% 20% ü

Issue #47 
(Autumn 2011)

Israel and 
the Crime of 
Apartheid 
:Towards a 
Comprehensive 
Analysis

English 1,200 80% 20% ü

Campaign Tools

Desk Calendar – 
2012

Palestinian 
Refugees: 
Expulsion.. 
Resistance.. 
Return

English

Arabic
3,000 70% 30% ü

Leaflet 

Q & A What 
you need to 
know about 
Palestinian 
Refugees and 
IDPs

English

Arabic
3,000 50% 50% ü
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T-Shirt

Direct elections 
to the PNC: A 
vote for every 
Palestinian 
everywhere

English

Arabic
2,100 90% 10%

NAKBA Poster 
2011

The Nakba at 63
English

Arabic
15,000 80% 20% ü

Nakba Postcards 
2011 (2)

 

The Nakba at 63
English

Arabic
6,000 70% 30% ü

Nakba Caricature 
2011

The Nakba at 63
English

Arabic
3,000 80% 20% ü

Israeli Apartheid 
Week Leaflet  

Elections to 
the Palestinian 
National 
Council:
Towards 
Palestinian 
Democratic 
Representation

English

Arabic
2000 50% 50% ü

Israeli Apartheid 
Week Poster

Israel Apartheid 
Week Poster

English

Arabic
1000 60% 40% ü

Ongoing Nakba 
Exhibit 

Printed 
slideshow 
presenting 
ongoing 
Palestinian 
displacement

English

Arabic
40 50% 50% ü
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Campaign Banners

Different 
titles-different 
activities

English

Arabic
12 100%

Activity Promotion 
Tools

Al Awda Award 
invitation and 
advertisement

English

Arabic
3 100% ü

Plaque

Al Awda 
Award Awards/
Certificates

English

Arabic
60 100%

Education Manuals

Al-Quds University 
Law Course

 الالجئون واملهجرون
 الفلسطينيون في
القانون الدولي

Palestinian 
Refugees under 
the International 
Refugee Law 

Arabic 58? 100% 0%

Youth Training 
Course

 الالجئون واملهجرون
 الفلسطينيون – احلقوق
واحللول

Palestinian 
Refugees and 
IDPs: Rights and 
Solutions

Arabic 41 100% 0%

Al Awda Award Publications

Journalistic Stories 
 نحن نحب احلياة ما
 استطعنا إليها سبيال:
 القصص الصحفية
 الفائزة – جائزة العودة
2010

We love life 
whenever we 
can

Arabic 1,000 100% 0% ü

1st place winner – 
research paper

 املرأة الفلسطينية بني
اللجوء والعودة

Palestinian 
Woman between 
Displacement 
and Return 

Arabic 1,000 100% 0% ü

2nd place winner – 
research paper

 رمزية مفاتيح العودة
 في أدبيات املرأة
الفلسطينية الالجئة

The symbolism 
of the Key 
of Return in 
Palestinian 
Women’s 
Literature

Arabic 1,000 100% 0% ü
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3rd place winner – 
research paper

 ثقافة املقاومة في
 األغنية النسائية
الفلسطينية

Culture of 
Resistance 
in Palestinian 
Women’s Songs 

Arabic 1,000 100% 0% ü

Poster exhibit
20 best posters 
+ 20 best photos 
+ 20 best 
caricatures 

English

Arabic
60 80% 20% ü

Research Papers

Research Paper

The Palestinian 
1948 Refugees 
and the 
Individual Right 
of Return: An 
International 
Law Analysis

French 0% 100% ü

Working Paper #12

Applying 
International 
Criminal Law 
to Israel’s 
Treatment of 
the Palestinian 
People

English 1000 90% 10% ü

Jurisprudence 
Regarding Article 
1D 2005-2010 
Handbook Update

Protection of 
Palestinian 
Refugees 
in the State 
Signatories to 
1951 Refugee 
Convention

English 5% 95% ü

Research papers in progress with working titles                         

Brief Palestinian 
Refugee Woman

English

Arabic

Working Paper Palestinian 
National Identity

English

Arabic

Working Paper #12

 انطباق القانون اجلنائي
 الدولي على معاملة
 إسرائيل للشعب
الفلسطيني

Applying 
International 
Criminal Law 
to Israel’s 
Treatment of 
the Palestinian 
People

Arabic

Working Paper
The Applicability 
of the crime of 
apartheid to the 
state of Israel

English

Arabic

Pilot Survey

Impact of 
Israeli polices 
on Social 
Ties among 
Palestinian  

English

Arabic
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3. www.badil.org 

BADIL works continuously to make the website, which is available in English and 
Arabic, as user-friendly and aesthetical pleasing as possible.  BADIL also has links 
on online social networks including Facebook, Twitter and Linkedin as well as a new 
channel on Youtube.  

BADIL’s website received 
134,658 visitors in 2011, 
each spending an average 
of almost 2 hours on the 
site.  Seventy-eight percent 
(78%) of those visits 
were new visitors. The 
geographical distribution of 
the top ten counties (from 
greatest number of visitors 
to least) to visit the site is: 
OPT, US, Israel, Jordan, 
UK, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
Canada, Algeria and 
Lebanon. Ref: http://www.
google.com/analytics/ 

Comparasion between 
badil.org visitors 2010-2011

We believe that the primary reason for the 8.42 % reduction in the number of hits on 
BADIL’s website is that the events of the Arab Spring and the subsequent ripples, such 
as the “Occupy” initiatives, diverted potential hits to other websites.  However, we do 
believe that ultimately searches and surfing on that topic will lead inquiring minds to 
the BADIL site for two reasons: one, BADIL has closely followed the Arab Spring 
and published articles and analyses regarding the topic; two, the success of the Arab 
Spring, a just resolution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and the stability of the Middle 
East are contingent upon the awareness and realization of international law and human 
rights-the analysis of which and advocacy for are one of BADIL’s specialties/strengths.  
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The Mobilization of Popular Initiatives is essential to initiate, develop and enhance 
BADIL’s alliances on all levels incorporating a variety of networking, media and 
outreach mechanisms. It is embodied in the support-financial, technical and logistical- 
to popular initiatives/campaigns adopted by community-based organizations and civil 
society. It is also realized through memberships in Palestinian coalitions, affiliations with 
Palestinian initiatives, partnerships with civil society and participation in conferences, 
lectures and debates.  Our established alliances allow BADIL to conduct briefings 
and guidance for visitors (independently and jointly with other organizations), the 
dissemination of BADIL’s publications electronically and participation in the regular 
meetings of UN-based organizations in the OPT.

1. Support to Popular Initiatives

BADIL facilitated over thirty-five (35) community-based initiatives in different 
refugee camps by providing them with financial, logistical and technical support. 
Many initiatives were organized to raise awareness about the basic rights of 
Palestinian refugees during the Nakba-63 Commemoration and included rallies, 
exhibits, lectures and sports activities. 

Commemoration of the Nakba-63 saw an unprecedented amount and variety of activity 
locally, regionally and internationally by Palestinians and solidarity activists. BADIL 
participated in discussions among political factions and CBOs regarding the Nakba-63 
Commemoration which resulted in the first Nakba commemoration march in 
Bethlehem since 2008. The campaign message of the Nakba commemoration and the right 
of return has successfully mainstreamed in Palestine and abroad. Participation in the Nakba-63 
Commemoration by grass-roots and marginalized communities increased dramatically and fully 
adopts the principles of rights-based approaches to refugee return.

Mobilization the Nakba-63 
Commemoration Initiatives

Egypt,
Syria, 
Lebanon,
Jordan, 
Bethlehem, 
Gaza, 
Ramallah. 

The Nakba-63 Commemoration
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2. Membership in Coalitions

BADIL continued its active participation in the Displacement Working Group (DWG) 
of the Protection Cluster. In close partnership with other DWG members, BADIL 
played a leading role in reactivating the work of the DWG on forced population 
transfer in relation to forced displacement. In so doing, BADIL prepared a briefing 
note on the said topic and coordinated the inputs of the DWG members. Moreover, it 
represented the DWG in the discussion with the OHCHR-led Legal Advice Group, on 
the applicability of forced population transfer to the ongoing forced displacement of 
Palestinians.

BADIL contributed to 
the development of the 
2011-2012 collective 
humanitarian and 
human rights strategy 
for the OPT, through 
its active participation 
in and contribution 
to the Consolidated 
Appeal Process. In so 
doing, BADIL has taken 
active part in the PCWG 
preparation meetings, 
thematic and national 
workshops, and has also 
contributed in writing 
to the development of 
the Needs Assessment 
Framework and Response 
plan of the PCWG.

Internally Displaced 
Palestinans between 
Jerusalem and Jericho. 
(ActiveStills.org, 2011)
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3. Networking, Media and Outreach

BADIL gave numerous local, regional and international radio and TV interviews 
focusing on a number of topics: the Al Awda Award, the YEAP, the Nakba-63 
Commemoration popular initiatives, Palestinian Refugee Rights and Protection Gaps, 
the BDS Campaign, the Statehood Proposal, UNRWA Report on unemployment among 
refugees, Arab spring and refugees’ rights, and Palestinian refugees’ rights in Lebanon.

Presentations\ 
Lectures Meetings Conferences Interviews

Side 
Events

Work 
shops

Press Releases

In office Outside
Meetings 
with Duty 
Bearers

Coordination 
Meetings Local

Int’I 
& 

Reg.
TV Radio

Local Reg. & Int’I Arabic English

January 1 2 4 3 1 1 3 1

February 4 4 8 7 1 2 2 4 4

March 3 5 4 7 4 1 2 3 5 4

April 3 2 5 6 1 2 1 1 1 1 3 3

May 4 1 5 5 1 1 5 4 4 4 6 4

June 4 4 3 7 5 2 1 4 3 2 3 3

July 9 2 1 7 2 1 2

August 2 2 1 7 5 2 2 3 2

September 3 6 4 11 4 1 1 4 1 3 5

October 5 2 6 2 2 1 3

November 7 8 3 1 1 2 2 2

December 1 5 2 8 1 2 2 2 1 3 2 4 1

Total 46 33 35 83 32 7 7 12 15 18 18 38 34

Definition of Categories:
• Presentations\Lectures – 

includes hosting of visitors to 
BADIL (in office) and lectures 
where BADIL was requested to 
speak or present.

• Meetings with Duty Bearers 
– regular meetings with 
international and UN-based 
organizations.

• Coordination Meetings – regular 
administrative/organizational 
meetings with local, regional 
and international partners and 
associates.

• Interviews – radio or TV 
interviews or talks for various 
durations with a multitude of 
local, regional and international 
networks.  

• Side events – workshops, 
seminars or panels organized by 
BADIL at the UN- headquarters 
in Geneva parallel to the 
UNHRC regular sessions; often 
international experts are invited 
as guest speakers to emphasize 
particular issues. 

•  Workshops – normally day-
long discussions/meetings with 
various stakeholders.

•  Press releases – one to two 
page articles announcing 
BADIL’s initiatives, events, or 
activities or commentaries on 
newsworthy events. 

As part of strengthening and supporting the initiatives which were formed during 
the Nakba-63 commemorations, BADIL conducted a four-hour live TV program 
in coordination with Ma’an News Agency and MIX TV. Twenty (20) political and 
religious figures, grass-roots leaders, local actors from the OPT and Palestine 1948 
were guests in the program. Guests debated the new mechanisms that Palestinians used 
while commemorating the Nakba-63, which this year saw an unprecedented popular 
marches toward mandate Palestine borders and promising quality of local regional and 
international initiatives.

Networking, Media and 
Outreach in Numbers 2011
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Highlights from Networking, Media and Outreach.

Date Event Role
March PNGO Conference: “Guarantee 

of public rights and freedoms is a 
way to end the Palestinian split”, 
Ramallah

Participation

April PNGO conference on networking 
and advocacy, Ramallah

Participation

1st Palestinian Trade Union 
Conference for BDS, Ramallah

Co-organizer

June OPGAI conference on the current 
political developments in Palestine, 
Bethlehem University

Participation

Kairos Palestine 2nd Youth 
Conference, Dar Annadwa, 
Bethlehem

Presentation on refugee rights

December Kairos for Global Justice 
Conference, Bethlehem

Moderated one session

3rd National BDS Conference, 
Hebron 

Participation 

4. Briefing of Visitors and Electronic Outreach

BADIL assisted, briefed and/or organized field visits in Palestine for over 1000 persons, 
including over 40 fact-finding groups, most of whom are potential supporters and allies 
among civil society worldwide. BADIL has cultivated a mailing list of approximately 
6665 members, whom receive advice and research assistance via email on a regular 
basis.

BADIL participated in 
seven (7) local and national 
conferences in 2011.

 3rd National BDS Conference, 
Hebron, December 2011

Visitors to BADIL 2011

“We have heard several speeches 
from different human rights 
organizations during the last 
week-this was one of the best, 
very informativ and interesting.  
Thanks! Katherina (Danish 
group)” July 27, 2011

“Fantastic organization; fantastic 
presentation; thank you so much! 
FREEDOM FOR PALESTINE!  
-----James Haywood (President, 
Goldsmiths Student Union) 
London, UK” April 4, 2011
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Electronic Outreach 2011

“Your lecture is a MUST for all 
Israeli Jews. Bravo, Suzannah; 
Geneva.” September 6, 2011 

“Thank you for this presentation.  It 
has created many questions in the 
minds of all the students here today 
from Norway.  We will go back and 
share this knowledge with others.  
The rights of all human beings must 
be respected and uphold by the 
world/international population.  It is 
through the sharing of knowledge 
and education that this process 
will continue.  We will continue 
to think about your plight and our 
thoughts and wishes for a solution 
that is right and just will remain in 
our hearts and minds.  With respect 
and hope for the future, Students of 
the Hayskolen in Vestfold Norway, 
International Cooperation and 
Understanding” November 11, 2011

Translated from French: “Thank 
you very much for this, your 
presentation clearly shows the 
question of the refugees-their place 
in the center of the conflict. Pierre 
(AFPS Nantes)” Early November 
2011, no date recorded

Photo1: Presentation 
to Nablus School Girls, 
February 2011

Photo2: Presentation to 
Leiden University Students, 
March 2011
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C. Program III:  Research, Mobilization & Intervention with 
Duty Bearers

n Expected Outcome (3) – Duty bearers understand and respond by affirming 
the rights-based message in statements and actions. 

BADIL strives to create, publish and disseminate appropriate and timely Research 
Materials in the form of papers and briefs for the knowledge and utilization of national, 
international, and regional Duty Bearers.  BADIL completed and published three (3) 
research papers and developed five (5) additional research materials to be published in 
early 2012.

Category Title Language # of 
Copies

Distribution Target 
Available 

Online
Local
(%)

Reg. & 
Int. (%)

Research Papers

Research Paper

The Palestinian 
1948 Refugees 
and the 
Individual Right 
of Return: An 
International 
Law Analysis

French 0% 100% ü

Working Paper #12

Applying 
International 
Criminal Law 
to Israel’s 
Treatment of 
the Palestinian 
People

English 1000 90% 10% ü

Jurisprudence 
Regarding Article 
1D 2005-2010 
Handbook Update

Protection of 
Palestinian 
Refugees 
in the State 
Signatories to 
1951 Refugee 
Convention

English 5% 95% ü

Research papers in progress with working titles                         

Brief Palestinian 
Refugee Woman

English
Arabic

Working Paper Palestinian 
National Identity

English
Arabic

Working Paper #12

 انطباق القانون اجلنائي
 الدولي على معاملة
 إسرائيل للشعب
الفلسطيني

Applying 
International 
Criminal Law 
to Israel’s 
Treatment of 
the Palestinian 
People

Arabic

Working Paper
The Applicability 
of the crime of 
apartheid to the 
state of Israel

English
Arabic

Pilot Survey

Impact of 
Israeli polices 
on Social 
Ties among 
Palestinian  

English
Arabic

Hazem Jamjoom, student & activist, 
American University-Beirut: 

“The most important issue facing 
Palestinians over the past few 
decades has been that of forced 
displacement. The Israeli regime has 
used this population transfer in the 
different parts of historic Palestine 
(on both sides of the ‘Green Line’) to 
create facts on the ground the aim of 
which is to eternally dispossess the 
Palestinian people regardless of the 
outcomes of any political process. 
Indeed political processes, such as 
negotiations, have been used by the 
Israeli regime as a smokescreen for 
its illegal population transfer activities. 
In the struggle against these Israeli 
policies and practices, it is of paramount 
importance that this ongoing Nakba 
be monitored and documented; that 
their legal ramifications be analyzed; 
that this information and analysis be 
accessible to Palestinians and others 
around the world; and that there be 
mobilization at all levels to put an end to 
this regime of occupation, colonization 
and apartheid. With limited resources, 
BADIL has proven itself to be one of the 
only organizations to contribute to all 
of these areas, whether on the level of 
research and documentation, analysis, 
awareness-raising and mobilization. 
For the sake of justice, we can only 
hope that this organization’s work will 
continue to develop and bear fruit, and 
that others will learn from the example it 
has set and contribute to these goals.”
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Mobilization of international duty bearers encompasses a variety of intervention 
mechanisms that include participation in international conferences and the 
implementation of and participation in side events at the conferences in order to relay 
the rights based strategy, reinforce the right of return and motivate duty bearers to act. 

BADIL participated in seven (7) international conferences in 2011. BADIL, represented 
by its consultants in Geneva and New York, and the Bethlehem office staff participated 
in international networking events to build support for a rights-based strategy through 
the establishment of good cooperation with key diplomatic missions both in Geneva and 
New York, members of Congress, numerous think tanks civic organizations, UNRWA, 
and many US-based and EU-based advocacy organizations and media agencies.

Highlights from International Mobilization

Date Event Role
February World Social Forum in Dakar, 

Senegal
Presentation on the right to 
self-determination

MERIP Conference on BDS 101, 
New York University

Talks on BDS and the JNF

April Rachel Corrie Foundation 
Conference, USA

Panel member and organized 
two workshops

May Churches for Middle East Peace 
Conference, USA

Two lectures on 1) BDS and 
resistance in Palestine, 2) 
human rights in Israel

November Third Session of the Russell 
Tribunal on Palestine in Cape Town, 
South Africa

Participation

December 11th Global Palestine Right of 
Return Coalition Conference, 
Beirut, Lebanon

Participation

Conference on the “Conditions of 
Human Rights in the First Light of 
Spring – One Year Harvest”  Cairo, 
Egypt

Presented a working paper

Annual meeting of the Right 
of Return Coalition, Beirut, 
December 2011

World Social Forum, Dakar, 
Februry 2011

Humn Rigts Conference in 
Cairo, December 2011
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Through Legal Advocacy initiatives, BADIL, in cooperation with other human rights 
organizations, intervened with governments and inter-governmental organizations, 
in order to explain the rights-based strategy, hold them accountable to their legal 
obligations and garner their support.

Highlights form Legal Advocacy with UNHRC

16th session of the Human Rights Council, 28 February-25 March
• BADIL presented oral statements on: 1) Jerusalem/Self-determination; 2) impact 

of lack accountability on refugees in Gaza; 3)adequate housing; 4) human rights 
defenders; 5) arbitrary detention (joint statement with Addameer); 6) Special 
Rapporteur report on torture; 7) Special Rapporteur report on freedom of religion 
and beliefs.

• A written statement was presented on the ‘protracted demographic transformation 
of Jerusalem as a function of a policy of population transfer and a regime of 
apartheid and colonialism’.

• BADIL organized, facilitated and/or co-sponsored side events 1) with Addameer on 
Palestinian women political prisoners (on the occasion of International Women’s 
Day) and 2) with Richard Falk on the issue ‘How can civil society play a role in 
pushing the international community?’

• BADIL, in cooperation with Al Haq, Palestinian Center for Human Rights, 
Addameer, and Adalah, coordinated a joint action to urge the UN Council to vote 
to move the Goldstone Report back to the UN General Assembly where it could 
be underpinned by actionable follow-up. This included advocacy among the UN 
diplomatic missions within BADIL’s office in New York.

17th Session of the Human Rights Council, 30 May-17 June
• BADIL presented oral statements on: 1) racial discrimination; 2) mounting settler 

violence and violence against non-violent protestors.
• A written statement on Israel’s institutionalized racism amounting to apartheid was 

presented.
• BADIL organized, facilitated and/or co-sponsored  side events: 1) Responsibility 

to Protect: Origins and Implementation, in cooperation with the International 
Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (ICISS), the Cairo Institute for 
Human Rights Studies (CIHRS) and Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié 
entre (MRAP); 2)The Principle of the Right to Self-Determination, in cooperation 
with the Association for the Families of Saharawi Prisoners and the Disappeared 
(AFAPREDESA), the France Libertés – Fondation Danielle Mitterrand and the 
MRAP; 3) Palestinian People’s Right to Self-Determination, a joint side event 
organized with other Palestinian NGOs. 

18th Session of the Human Rights Council, 12-30 September
• A written statement was presented on Settlement Expansion and Forced Population 

Transfer. 

HRC Side-event, Geneva 3 
June 2011

HRC Side-Event, Geneva, 
February 2011



BADIL’s 2011 Annual  Report
32

Part III: Year in Review

A. How has BADIL contributed to the Strategic Objectives?

BADIL’s 2011-2013 program strategy, Putting Rights into Practice II, builds on the 
2008-2010 strategic plan and aims to achieve stronger results on the strategic objectives. 
Of particular focus for the new strategic plan was the desire to improve the impact 
of BADIL’s capacity-strengthening activities with local community and civil society, 
by sustaining activities over a longer period of time, developing the means, tools and 
mechanisms in advocating refugee rights particularly the right of return and mobilizing 
local and international actors and duty bearers.

BADIL’s contribution is demonstrated by the results achieved from program actions 
and activities throughout 2011. BADIL made a concerted effort to:

1. Build an inclusive solution strategy on the basis of justice and equal rights for 
all, which would capture the imagination of human rights and peace activists 
worldwide and strengthen commitment to the right of return.

2. Develop a culture and practice of return by creating opportunities for sustained 
intellectual and practical engagement with return, encouraging initiatives which 
explore options and dimensions of return, and building capacity for community 
return actions and campaigns which are feasible, sustainable, and capable of 
bringing about tangible results.

In addition to the progress made in reforming management structures, BADIL succeeded 
throughout 2011 to deeply evaluate its structures jointly with its management bodies. 
This has established a greater internal consensus and understanding of the challenges 
faced and a clearer vision of the steps required in maintaining and enhancing BADIL’s 
position as a benchmark organization in Palestinian civil society and internationally. 
  
BADIL succeeded in implementing its Annual Action Plan 2011 with no major program 
changes or revisions.

B. Reflection on Outcomes

All of BADIL’s programs focus on empowering Palestinian civil society and the 
international community via a rights-based strategy to the Palestinian “conflict” and 
in particular the right of return. This focus is strongly evident in such projects as the 
YEAP and Summer School and in local and international networking. BADIL’s legal 
advocacy campaign to increase awareness regarding human rights and particularly the 
rights of refugees and IDPs has grown monumentally in 2011.  The scope, quantity 
and quality of all BADIL publications, but particularly those publications concerning 
intervention with the UN bodies, are unprecedented in the history of BADIL.    

Outcome (1) – More Palestinian community activists, including refugees and youth, 
are engaged and participate in the implementation of rights-based analysis, strategic 
vision and campaigns.

Participants/trainees are more aware of their rights and responsibilities, have 
organizing skills, and are active organizers in their communities through their 
participation in YEAP and the Intensive Leadership Training Summer School.
Various civil society sectors understand relevant concepts and apply them in their 
professions and/or in community organizing with the aim to protect Palestinians 
from, during and after displacement through the planning and implementation of 
civil society campaigns and increased participation in the Strategy Forum.
The Palestinian public is more engaged in intellectual and cultural production on 
the right of return through their participation in the Al Awda Award.
Special attention was give to increasing gender equality and encouraging female 
participation in all of BADIL’s projects. It was intended that the participants/
beneficiaries of all of BADIL’s projects and activities, particularly the YEAP and 
the Intensive Leadership Training Summer School have a significant amount of 
female participation. In order to create an awareness of the gender perspective, 
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it was included in the evaluation of partner CBOs for the project and BADIL 
monitored this criterion acutely.  As a result, the number of female participants 
in the YEAP increased from 33% in 2009 to 42% in 2010 and 46% in 2011. 
However, it was difficult to maintain that percentage of for the Summer School: 
only 32% (16 of 42) were female. In the Al Awda Award, 7 out of 17 of the award 
winners selected by the committee were female despite the fact that only 37% 
of the submissions were from females in order to encourage female engagement. 
Furthermore, submissions from children, youth, and women have increased by 
approximately 40%, and from people from outside the OPT by 20%.
Special attention was also given to the recruitment of females to the General 
Assembly (GA) members.  Consequently, female membership in BADIL’s GA 
increased from 9% in 2010 to 29% in 2011.

Outcome (2) – More and better-informed allies and supporters are recruited worldwide 
for implementation of rights-based interventions and campaigns. 

More allies have been recruited and existing alliances have been consolidated 
worldwide. New and stronger alliances have been formed in particular with the 
international trade union movement, academia and cultural workers abroad. 
Alliances also include Jewish organizations and networks abroad and in Israel, 
who are ready to support principled Palestinian civil society-led advocacy and 
campaigns. This was achieved mainly through effective alliance with local and 
international networks; the Ongoing Nakba Center; and the production and 
dissemination of publications and promotional materials. The participation of 
civil society in the Nakba-63 Commemoration activities has contributed to rights-
based civil society campaigns which have grown in scope and exert stronger 
pressure on duty bearers.

Outcome (3) – Some duty bearers responded by affirming the rights-based strategy in 
statements and actions. 

BADIL research has contributed to a situation where more professional rights-
based analysis and data are available about the ongoing forced displacement and 
dispossession of Palestinians and ways and means to ensure Israel’s accountability 
to international law. BADIL studies are received with interest and used by civil 
society activists, humanitarian and human rights professionals and among the 
academic sector. 
Legal advocacy among the PA/PLO, the United Nations, EU and OECD has 
contributed to more awareness of duty bearers of the rights-based strategy 
supported by civil society. BADIL had an unprecedented number of submissions 
to the 16th, 17th and 18th Sessions of the UNHRC and hosted or supported 
numerous side events.
Tangible results in the form of statements and actions that hold Israel accountable 
to international law and ensure respect of the human rights of the Palestinian 
people, however, remained largely limited to resolutions and measures adopted 
by the Human Rights Council. 

C. Significant Accomplishments

Management Reform

BADIL’s management bodies, upon evaluation of the slow progress made in the 
previous years concerning internal and external management reform concluded that 
a number of further steps would be needed in order to ensure a robust institutional 
framework. Consequently, intensive and extensive efforts were made to analyze, 
develop and implement reform policies to ensure the long-term success of BADIL and to 
enhance the organization’s institutional development. Following numerous discussions, 
meetings and workshops between all stakeholders concerning BADIL’s institutional 
development, taking into consideration good governance, transparency, accountability 
and inclusive decision making, it was concluded that:

1. BADIL’s management issues stemmed from an inactive General Assembly (GA) 
which could not provide the dynamic ideas and strategy required to ensure sustained 
input to develop BADIL’s work. It was also felt that a larger and improved GA 
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would be able to provide greater accountability in the organization and draw on a 
more diverse range of voices. 

2. It is necessary to revise the previous organizational structure to fit BADIL’s 
needs and enhance BADIL’s human resources through strengthening current staff 
capacity and recruiting the necessary human resources as dictated by the revised 
organizational structure.

With regards to reform concerning the management bodies of BADIL:

• New criteria for GA membership was established which took into consideration 
geographical areas, gender, academics and refugee community activists. 
Accordingly, for the first time, members of the GA included diverse activists and 
human rights defenders: from mandate Palestine, Jerusalem and Gaza Strip; and the 
Palestinian Diaspora.

• Thirty-two (32) new GA members were recruited while twelve (12) active members 
were retained for a total of forty-four (44) members. The number of female GA 
members increased from nine percent (9%) in 2010 to twenty-nine percent (29%) 
in 2011.

• The first new GA session was convened 30 September in which elections took 
place for the Board of Directors and Oversight Committee. 

• The membership of the Oversight Committee was increased from three (3) to five 
(5) in order to enhance engagement and to strengthen the accountability within its 
structure. 

With regards to BADIL’s institutional development:

• BADIL’s Internship Program was improved by establishing a clearer recruitment 
process, an application form and the institutionalization of three internship 
periods (Spring, Summer and Autumn). Interns have been recruited by BADIL’s 
offices in Bethlehem as well as those in Washington D.C. and Geneva.

• The development of BADIL’s Financial Manual, in cooperation with external 
Organizational Structure
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experts, in order to systematize and document internal and external financial 
policies and procedures. The expected completion of the manual is March 2012. 

• The revision and development of BADIL’s Legal Support Network (LSN), 
including recruiting new members/experts and distribution of tasks/duties 
among subcategories of the activated LSN based on field of specialty and/or 
professionalism.

• BADIL’s management bodies made the decision to incorporate institutional 
development- specifically BADIL staff capacity enhancement-due to its 
importance, as a priority in BADIL’s Strategic Plan 2011-2013. Accordingly, 
institutional development will be given due diligence under Program I, Building 
Local Capacity to Participate and Engage in the 2012 Action Plan and hereafter.   

• The revision and development of BADIL’s organizational structure, including job 
descriptions, which was approved by BADIL’s management bodies. 

Development of the Al Awda Award

For the sixth consecutive year, BADIL announced the launch of the 2012 Al Awda 
Award. The award program was enhanced for 2012 with regard to procedure, 
conditions, categories and prizes. These developments were based on BADIL’s 
Action Plan 2011, which aims to strengthen programs and projects in order to promote 
the principles of a rights-based approach to the plight of Palestinian refugees and 
IDPs, and to promote a creative public discourse concerning the ongoing Nakba of 
Palestinians over 63 years.

The activities of the 2012 Al Awda Award would be implemented continuously to 
symbolize the ongoing Nakba. The procedure was divided into 3 phases:

Phase I: “Commemoration of the Nakba-64” (May 2012) which includes two categories: 
“Best Poster of the Nakba Commemoration” and “Best Photographic Story”. The 
deadline for submitting entries is 30 March 2012. The names of the winners will 
be announced during the “Commemoration of the Nakba-64”, by mid-May 2012.

Phase II: “World Refugee Day” (20 June 2012); consisting of two main categories: 
“Best Caricature” and “Best Photo for Youth under 18 Years Old.” The deadline 
for submitting entries is 10 May 2012. The names of the winners will be 
announced at the activities linked to the World Refugee Day on 20 June 2012, at 
a popular event which will be organized by BADIL.

Phase III: “Anniversary of UNGA Resolution 194” (11 December 2012) composed 
of two categories: “Best Documentary Film” and “Best Children’s Story.” The 
deadline for submitting the children’s stories is the 1 September 2012 and the 
deadline for the submission of documentary films is on the 15 October 2012. The 
names of the winners of both categories will be announced during a cultural and 
literary event which will be organized by BADIL on 11 December 2012.

Intervention with Duty Bearers: Ramifications of the PLO\PNA Statehood 
Proposal 

BADIL’s role in raising the Palestinian people’s concerns regarding the UN bid for 
Palestine Statehood was a significant intervention with PNA/PLO duty bearers. Indeed, 
BADIL’s memorandums, press releases, Haq Al Awda periodical, open letters, joint 
statements and workshops generated in-depth discussion with high level decision 
makers and civil society representatives.  

The Palestinian Prime Minster’s plan, known as “Fayyad’s Plan”, which includes 
the establishment of the de facto Palestine State within the borders of 1967 and the 
UN bid for Palestine Statehood, was deemed by BADIL unachievable in 2011 and 
in the foreseeable future. Considering the incompliance of the State of Israel with its 
international obligations, the absence of political will among western and powerful states 
to compel it and the PNA’s precarious political, diplomatic and economic position, the 
Statehood Proposal is plainly unattainable. At the same time, BADIL expected that the 
circumstances accompanying the diplomatic step, including the political positions of 
the parties, the popular mode of Palestinian and international civil society movements 
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and human rights organizations and actors would create the perfect environment to 
demonstrate the viability of rights-based strategy vs. the injustice and instability of the 
political driven approach. However, BADIL knew that demonstrating such viability 
required strong, continuous and focused interventions and mobilizations.    

The uncertainty of the statehood initiative appeared in the vague and contradictory 
announcements of Palestinian leaders and politicians. In the course of seeking answers, 
BADIL addressed the office of President Abbas via two memorandums in June and July 
2011. Furthermore, BADIL’s meetings with major figures of Palestinian missions in 
New York, Geneva and politicians in the OPT did not dispel the ambiguity. As a leading 
refugee organization, BADIL presented its position in two settings: the different legal, 
political and practical aspects of the statehood initiative were addressed by international 
and national experts and respected writers of the Haq Al Awda periodical (Issue #44); 
and a position paper of concerns was drafted and distributed, which was adopted by 
OPGAI and other Palestinian human rights and community-based organizations.

Following the dissemination of the paper, BADIL participated in the three open 
discussions with public and civil society activists which were organized by OPGAI 
and conducted through out the West Bank. Moreover, taking advantage of the PNA/
PLO awareness raising tour, BADIL raised four major legal and political concerns/
questions:

1. PLO representative status; What would happen to the PLO status, namely the 
observer seat in the UNGA should the UN recognize a Palestine State?

2. Refugee rights in exile; Would the newly recognized State of Palestine be able to 
speak on behalf of the refugees in exile? Who will represent them and how?

3. Citizenship and Palestinian national identity; Could the recognized state be able to 
confer its citizenship on Palestinians in exile? Would such an action be recognized 
by other states?

4. National unity; Would such a proposal result in threatening the internal national 
unity of Palestinians? Would it lead to a new division between Palestinians inside 
and outside? Is it appropriate to take this proposal to the UN, while the desired 
reconciliation between the Hamas government in Gaza and the PNA in Ramallah 
has not been settled?

 

Palestinian President 
Abbas At the UN General 
Assembly, September 2011

In his address to the 
UN General Assembly, 
President Abbas addressed 
BADIL’s concerns by re-
affirming that he spoke as 
the president of PLO, not 
only the PNA, and on behalf 
of the entire Palestinian 
people. He confirmed 
that the PLO is the sole 
legitimate representative of 
all the Palestinian people; 
regardless of geography and 
that the PLO will remain so 
until the end of the conflict 
in all its aspects and until the 
resolution of all final status 
issues including the refugee 
question. In several places in 
his speech, President Abbas 
affirmed that the PLO seeks 
the realization of Palestinians 
inalienable rights which 
includes a just solution to the 
refugee issue based upon UN 
Resolution 194.
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As time to the statehood bid drew near, BADIL drafted a statement that included 
BADIL’s concerns/questions in English and Arabic which was endorsed by local and 
international organizations and coalitions. This step pushed two members of the PLO’s 
Executive Committee and many consulates to contact BADIL for an in-depth view 
on the topic. The open letter which was addressed to President Abbas, days before his 
speech to the UNGA, generated many radio, TV, and news interviews with BADIL on 
the topic. A member of the Fatah central committee contacted BADIL to confirm that 
all our concerns are legitimate and will be answered in the President’s speech. 

In his speech, President Abbas confirmed that the PLO will maintain its status as the 
legitimate body representing the all Palestinian people everywhere; refugees have the 
right to return in accordance to the UNGA resolution 194; and will maintain the right 
to claim their right of return to the places from where they were displaced irrespective 
of the recognition of the Palestine State on the 1967 borders. Subsequently, the PLO 
has drafted a law on nationality and citizenship. Since then, serious efforts have been 
employed toward the development of steps for national reconciliation and unity.

D. Challenges & Solutions 

On a strategic level, the challenges faced by BADIL, related to less than satisfactory 
output (quantity and quality) and sustainable impact, in the realization of the strategic 
objectives may be contributed to two significant issues: insufficient human resources 
and weak relations and networking with the Arab civil society movements and 
human rights organizations, specifically locations that contain significant numbers of 
Palestinian refugees. 

While BADIL has made great strides in reforming the organizational and management 
structures to reflect the needs and address the weaknesses of the programs and projects, 
the augmentation and enhancement of BADIL’s human resource capacity is essential in 
order to meet those needs and eliminate the weaknesses.  For example, the engagement 
of a legal researcher as a full time staff member enabled BADIL to tackle and complete 
the backlog of research materials accumulated from 2010 and before.  However, there is 
still a need for a field researcher staff member to increase the quality, quantity and variety 
of research materials for future publication. To create a separation of duties and increase 
transparency, the positions of accountant, administration organizer and fundraiser were 
created; the position of accountant was filled, however the administration organizer and 
fundraiser positions remain vacant.  The fact that diminished human resource capacity 
limits outputs and impact is also evident in the recruitment, monitoring and evaluation 
of CBOs in the YEAP.  Hence, it was crucial to create the network and advocacy position 
but even more crucial is the need to fill that position. As the primary Palestinian refugee 
human rights expert and advocate, BADIL is constantly “on-call” to present, lecture 
or host debates regarding issues related to Palestinian refugees and the right of return.  
When BADIL attempts to meet these obligations, current responsibilities or projects 
under implementation suffer delays. The prompt recruitment of qualified individuals 
to fill vacant positions therefore is crucial to BADIL’s realization of its objectives.  In 
order to accomplish this, BADIL’s budget must be adjusted to reflect these actions. (For 
more details regarding vacant positions refer to the organizational chart on page 34).

We believe it can not be disputed that BADIL has worked at length and painstakingly with 
civil society-particularly the youth- to increase their awareness, capacity and engagement in 
seeking their rights as Palestinian refugees.  However, significant tangible and sustainable 
outcomes have eluded BADIL. Furthermore, upon evaluation of BADIL’s existing 
alliances, it was noted that there is a shortage in alliances with civil society organizations in 
Arab countries hosting Palestinian refugees. While the lack of human resources contributes 
to both these discrepancies, BADIL has decided to make a concerted effort in 2012 to 
repair them.  To organize efforts with the youth, BADIL believes it is necessary to establish 
a concrete youth body to address the needs of the youth and formulize sustainable impact 
on the ground.  This same youth body, in direct cooperation with BADIL, will be partially 
responsible for initiating, establishing and solidifying relationships with refugee youth 
within the OPT and the Arab World via partnerships with civil society organization located 
there.  BADIL will make additional efforts to increase its partnerships and alliances not 
only locally but within the Middle East and in Latin America.

Furthermore, throughout his 
address he utilized terminology 
coined or established by 
BADIL such as:
• Describing the Israeli 

oppressive regime 
over the Palestinian 
people as an “apartheid 
regime” implementing 
institutionalized 
discrimination -which 
is a crime according to 
international law.

• Making several references 
to the “Ongoing Nakba” 
which, as a term, has been 
developed and promoted 
by BADIL to describe 
the systematic and 
continuous displacement 
of Palestinians, which aims 
to change the demographic 
composition of the country. 

• Differentiating between 
the three pillars of the 
Israel regime as promoted 
by BADIL, namely 
the colonial settlement 
occupation, Apartheid 
and military occupation 
policies. 

 

Ref.: http://www.nad-plo.org/
etemplate.php?id=305 
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E. Looking Forward - Beyond the Horizon

While the political environment that BADIL operates in has remained stagnant, the 
organization is a dynamic and responsive entity that seeks to adapt to the needs of the 
Palestinian people and formulate programs and projects that meet those needs. As we 
move forward with the implementation of our projects in order to realize our strategic 
objectives, there are significant opportunities to develop and enhance BADIL’s existing 
programs and projects to achieve increased outcome and impact. 

One of these opportunities exists in the development of the Ongoing Nakba Education 
Center.  While an extraordinary amount of resources is available in the center, BADIL 
intends to focus on the presentation of those resources in a more user friendly and 
varied format. The restructuring process will result in the enhancement of physical and 
virtual spaces for beneficiaries to access the current and proposed myriad of audio, 
visual, virtual and material resources of the center.

Another opportunity presents itself in the further mobilization of the youth beneficiaries 
of the YEAP and the Intensive Leadership Training Summer School into a concrete 
body to materialize a tangible outcome of those two projects. This youth body will 
have duties delegated to it that will allow BADIL to expand its scope of impact and 
it will present BADIL’s mission and vision and represent BADIL in relevant events-
specifically those geared for youth.  

Unfortunately, powerful and influential governments inside and outside the United 
Nations, and even the UN-led humanitarian and human rights system in the OPT has 
largely failed to adequately engage in upholding the values of international law. In 
order to increase BADIL’s intervention with duty bearers and to have greater impact 
in this sector, it is necessary to formulate and produce research materials more closely 
related to current needs and developments on the ground.  Needless, to say the turnover 
period (duration of time from initiation to publication of these materials) must be 
reduced.  The resulting impact of the timely release of relevant research will increase 
significance and outcome of intervention with duty bearers.

BADIL regularly receives requests from individuals for legal intervention with 
signatories to the 1951 Refugee Convention. Legal intervention includes requests for 
humanitarian aid in crisis situations (such as was created with the Arab Spring) and the 
protection and defense of human rights.  Some of the requests are handled by in-house 
BADIL’s legal team.  Often times, however, based on the nature of the intervention it 
is necessary to seek the services of external legal consultants. Not only does this pose 
financial and logistic difficulties for BADIL, the provision of these services is time 
consuming.  Therefore, BADIL is actively pursuing a feasible solution to this issue; the 
formulation of a legal aid clinic is in the works.   
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Part IV: BADIL’s Financial Statement
  for the Year 2011 
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Part IIV: Appendix 

A. Governance & Management Bodies

The General Assembly (GA) is the legal owner of BADIL and the highest decision-
making body. It sets guidelines for organizational three-year plans, approves plans and 
annual reports and elects the Board of Directors.  The next annual meeting of the GA is 
scheduled for October 2012. 

The Oversight Committee (OSC) is elected for a two-year period by the GA and 
reports to it. The OSC monitors and assesses organizational performance under local 
law and internal by-laws.

The Board of Directors is elected by the GA for a period of up to two years and meets 
monthly. The nine (9) member Board leads organizational affairs on behalf of the GA, 
reviews/approves plans and reports submitted by the Director, and facilitates program 
implementation. 

The Executive Committee (EC) forms the collective executive management of 
BADIL. The EC is led by the Director and composed of unit coordinators. It monitors 
and adapts program implementation, and recruits and allocates resources as approved 
by the Board. The EC reports to the Board via the Director. 

General Assembly Members:
Mr. Abed Alfatah Aqalqele Ramallah, Writer, Researcher
Mr. Jihad Shomali  Ramallah, UNDP
Ms Rawia Abdo   Aqabat Jabr Refugee Camp, UNRWA 
Mr. Fuad Halaq   Jerusalem, NSU
Ms Rania Khoury  Jerusalem, Yabous Organization
Ms Rula Salamah  Jerusalem, Just Vision, Ma’an News Agency
Mr. Mohamed Zaidan   Nazareth, Arab Association for Human Rights
Ms Makboula Nassar  Haifa, Photographer 
Mr. Alaa Azza    Ramallah, Beir Zeit University  
Mr. Omar Ighbarya  Msherfeh, Zochrot 
Ms Lana Sadiq   France, Activist
Mr. Hazim Jamjom  Lebanon, Activist 
Ms Rana Bishara  Tarshiha, Artist, Al-Quds University. 
Ms Rania Madi   Geneva, Activist 
Mr. Sbaih Sbaih   France, Activist
Mr. Adnan Laham   Beit Jala, Al-Quds University
Mr. Salah Ajarmeh  Aida Refugee Camp, Lajee Center
Mr. Nader Abu-Amsha  Beit Jala, YMCA
Ms Sandy Hilal   Beit Sahour, UNRWA
Mr. Osama Jafari   Dheisheh Refugee Camp, Ma’an News Agency
Mr. Ziad Hmouz   Fawwar Refugee Camp, UNRWA
Mr. Hani Jara   Arroub Refugee Camp, Youth Activity Center
Mr. Yosef Amayrah   Hebron, Artist
Ms Hanan Ayasa   Ad-Doha, Palestinian Prisoners Club
Mr. Ziad Sarafandi  Gaza, Activist
Mr. Tayser Muhesen  Gaza, Writer, Palestinian Agricultural Relief. 
Mr. Wissam Abdelkarem  Nusseirat Refugee Camp, Gaza, Al-Karmel Society 
Ms Inas Abu Shawesh  Gaza, Activist
Ms Feryal Kharoub  Balata Refugee Camp, Yafa Cultural Center
Mr. Ala Badarne  Nablus, Artist and photographer 
Mr. Mohamad Saba’aneh Jenin, Artist
Mr. Yosef Awda   Balata Refugee Camp, Union of Youth Activity Centers
Mr. Imad Shawesh  Fara Refugee Camp, Youth Activity Center
Mr. Tayser Nasralah  Balata Refugee Camp, Right of Return Coalition 
Mr. Naje Odeh   Dheisheh Refugee Camp, Feneq Center
Mr. Salem Abu Hawash  Dura, Activist
Mr. Adnan Alajrameh  Aida Refugee Camp, Popular Committee
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Mr. Adnan Shehadeh   Arroub Refugee Camp, Polytechnic University
Mr. Abdel fattah Abu-Suror Jerusalem, Al-Rowad Theater 
Mr. Ahmad Mhiasen  Dheisheh Refugee Camp, Global Right of Return Coalition
Mr. Mohamed Laham  Dheisheh Refugee Camp, Popular Committee
Mr. Issa Qaraqe   Ad-Doha, Minister of Palestinian Prisoners 
Mr. Sameer Oudeh  Aida Refugee Camp, Popular Committees
Mr. Walid Kawasmi   Jerusalem, Activist

Board of Directors:
Mr. Ahmad Mhiasen, Head of the Board
Mr. Fuad Halaq, Vice President
Mr. Usamah Ja’afary, Secretary
Mr. Sameer Oudeh, Treasurer
Ms Rana Bisharah, member
Ms Rawia Abdo, member
Mr. Ziad Hmouz, member, 
Ms Hanan Ayasah, member
Mr. Mohamad Saba’aneh, member

Oversight Committee members:
Mr. Nader Abu-Amsha, Head of the Committee
Mr. Alaa Azza, member
Ms Maqbula Nassar, member
Ms Rula Salameh, member
Mr. Alaa Badarneh, member

Executive Committee members:
Ms Najwa Darwish, Director
Mr. Nidal Al Azza, Resource, Research and Legal Advocacy Unit Coordinator 
Mr. Basem Sbaih, Campaign for the Defense of Palestinian Refugee Rights Unit 
Coordinator

B. Units & Human Resources

1. Ms Najwa Darwish, Director
a. Mr. Alaa Saleh, Accountant
b. Mr. Haithem Zahran, Secretary
c. Ms Inam Ramadan, Receptionist

2. Resource, Research and Legal Advocacy Unit
a. Mr. Nidal Al Azza, Unit Coordinator
b. Mr. Amjad Alqasis, Legal Advocacy Coordinator
c. Ms Rania Madi, Legal Advocacy Consultant, Geneva
d. Ms Noura Erakat, Legal Advocacy Consultant, USA
e. Ms Simone O’Broin, Legal Researcher
f. Mr. Atallah Salem, Production Coordinator
g. Ms Fidaa Ikhlayel, Web Developer
h. Mr. Rich Wiles, Multimedia Developer

3. Campaign for the Defense of Palestinian Refugee Rights Unit
a. Mr. Basem Sbaih, Unit Coordinator
b. Mr. Nidal Zeghier, Outreach Organizer

Offices with addresses:

1. Bethlehem Office: BADIL Resource Center, P.O. Box 728, Bethlehem, West Bank, 
Via Israel

2. USA Location: 10832 Oakcrest Court, Fairfax, VA 22030, USA 
3. Geneva Location: 26 Vollandes, 1207 Geneva, Switzerland 
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C. Support Networks:

1. Legal Support Network: composed of eighty (80) local and international legal 
experts, academic researchers and human and refugee rights activists; the LSN 
is convened for planning and evaluation meetings, provide legal and professional 
advice, and contribute to research and legal advocacy activities.

2. al majdal Editorial Advisory Board: composed of fifteen (15) researchers, journalists 
and refugee rights activists that contribute to the editorial planning and writing of 
the English periodical.

3. Haq al Awda Editorial Advisory Board: composed of 14 Palestinian writers and 
community activists that contribute to the editorial planning and writing of the 
Arabic periodical.

4. Al Awda Award Jury Members: composed of twenty-three members of various 
artistic backgrounds and expertise responsible for the selection of winners and 
honorable mentions for the competition.

D. BADIL’s Partners and Associate Organizations

Northern West Bank
• Center for Women’s Program, Balata Refugee Camp
• The Committee of Refugees, Salfit
• Kay-La-Nansa “Not to Forget” Society, Jenin Refugee Camp
• The Popular Committee, Jenin Refugee Camp 
• Yafa Cultural Center, Balata Refugee Camp
• Youth Activity Center, Far’a Refugee Camp
• The Popular Committee “Haifa Center”, Tulkarem Refugee Camp
• Center for Women Programs, Balata Refugee Camp
• Refugees Affairs Committee, Salfit

Central West Bank
• Bayader Youth Society, Jalazoun Refugee Camp
• Shu’fat Child, Shu’fat Refugee Camp
• Women’s Center, Am’ari Refugee Camp
• Human Rights Clinic, Al-Quds University, Old City of Jerusalem

Southern West Bank 
• Voice of Unity Radio Station, Dheisheh Refugee Camp
• Local Committee for Rehabilitation of the Disabled, Dheisheh Refugee Camp
• Women Activity Center, Dheisheh Refugee Camp
• National Charitable Society, Dheisheh Refugee Camp
• Dheisheh Youth Center, Dheisheh Refugee Camp
• Phoenix Charitable Society, Dheisheh Refugee Camp
• Arroub Youth Center, Arroub Refugee Camp
• Al-Awda Youth Center, Beit Sahour
• Ansar Center, Al Walaja, Bethlehem
• Psycho-social Consulting Center for Women, Bethlehem

Jerusalem
• Al-Quds Human Rights Clinic

Inside the Green Line
• Arab Association for Human Rights, Nazareth

Gaza Strip
• Creators Association for Culture and Arts, Deir Al-Balah Refugee Camp
• Al-Karmel Society, Nusseirat Refugee Camp

Syria
• Aidoun-Syria Youth Group, Damascus

Associate Organizations
• Alternative Tourism Group (ATG), Beit Sahour
• Alternative Information Center (AIC), Beit Sahour
• Joint Advocacy Initiative (JAI), Beit Sahour
• Palestinian Center for Rapprochement between People (PCR), Beit Sahour
• Wi’am, Bethlehem 
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• Holy Land Trust, Bethlehem
• Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center, Jerusalem

Donors & International Partners
• Trocaire
• Oxfam Solidarity
• Danish Church Aid
• Broederlijk Delen
• United Methodist Church
• Arab Human Rights Foundation 
• NGO Development Center (NDC)
• Swiss Interchurch Aid 
• Spanish Agency for International Cooperation (AECID)
• Catalan Agency for International Development 
• Interchurch Organization for Development Cooperation (ICCO)
• Association Belgo-Palestine 
• Christian Peacemaker Team (CPT) 
• Ecumenical Accompaniment Program Palestine-Israel (EAPPI) of the World 

Council of Churches
• Inter-Faith Peace Builders 
• Goldsmiths University 
• Oxford University 
• Edinburgh University 
• Palestine Solidarity Campaign

E. Acronyms

AFPS   Association France-Palestine Solidarité (France-Palestine Solidarity  
  Association)
BDS   Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
BNC   Palestinian Boycott Divestment and Sanctions National Committee 
CCPR   Human Rights Committee 
CBO(s)  Community-based organization(s)
DC  District of Colombia
EC  Executive Committee (BADIL)
GA   General Assembly (BADIL)
HRC  Human Rights Council (United Nations) 
ICC   International Criminal Court
ICVA  International Council of Voluntary Agencies
IDP(s)   Internally Displaced Person(s)
Int’l  International
JNF   Jewish National Fund
LSN   Legal Support Network
Nakba   catastrophe 
NGO(s)  non-governmental organization(s)
OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
OPGAI  Occupied Palestine and Syrian Golan Heights Advocacy Initiative  
OPT   occupied Palestinian Territories
OSC  Oversight Committee (BADIL)
PhD  Philosophiae Doctor (Doctor of Philosophy) 
PLO  Palestine Liberation Organization
PM  Prime Minister
PNA  Palestinian National Authority
PNGO  Palestinian NGO Network
Reg  Regional
UN   United Nations
UNGA   United Nations General Assembly
US/USA  United States/United States of America
YEAP  Youth Education & Activation Project
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BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights is 
an independent, community-based non-profit organization mandated to 
defend and promote the rights of Palestinian refugees and IDPs. Our vision, 
mission, programs and relationships are defined by our Palestinian identity 
and the principles of international law, in particular international human 
rights law. We seek to advance the individual and collective rights of the 
Palestinian people on this basis.
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BADIL
Resource Center
for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights

بديــل
املركز الفلسطيني

ملصادر حقوق املواطنة والالجئني


